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Chain Saw Good Practices
Before Starting the Saw

• Check controls, chain tension, all bolts and handles to ensure that they
are functioning properly and are adjusted according to the manufacturer’s
instructions. 

• Fuel the saw at least 20 feet from sources of ignition. 

• Start the saw at least 10 feet from fueling area, with the chain brake
engaged, and with the chain saw on the ground or firmly supported. 

• Check the fuel container for the following requirements:
– Must be metal or plastic 
– Must not exceed a 3-gallon capacity 
– Must be approved by the Underwriters Laboratories or the Department

of Transportation (DOT). 

While Running the Saw

• Keep your hands on the handles, and maintain secure footing.

• Clear the area of obstacles that might interfere with cutting the tree or
using the retreat path. 

• Do not cut directly overhead. 

• Shut off the saw or release the throttle prior to retreating. 

• Shut off or engage the chain brake whenever the saw is carried more than
50 feet, or on hazardous terrain.

For more information, contact your local Hartford agent or your Hartford
Loss Control Consultant. Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/
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FLCThe information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. 
The Hartford does not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination
of any unsafe conditions at your business locations or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or 
business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your
business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our undertaking, on your behalf or for the
benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are in compliance
with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information
provided in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations 
herein are as of March 2009.


