Dump Truck Tip-Over

Trucks can tip over during
dumping and this occurs far
too frequently in the construc-
tion industry. Tip-over can
cause major property damage,
damage to the truck, and
serious, even fatal injuries for
anyone in or near the truck
when it goes over.

What Causes
Truck Tip-Overs?

* Uneven ground

e Build-up of SpOﬂ Photo Courtesy of Construction Safety Association of Ontario
during dumping

« Sticking of material in the body during dumping (causing an unbalanced
and shifting load)

e Load on one side
 Defective equipment

What Is The Solution?

* Ensure that the interior of the body is smooth, with no rips, tears, or deep
dents.

* Do not allow material to accumulate in the bed of the body.

* Ensure that the load is centered during loading.

 In winter, use heated bodies so that material will not freeze and stick to
the body.

* Wet materials may stick, so go light in the front of the dump.

* Avoid dumping too close to the edge of a fill.

* Ensure that the dump area reasonably level.

» Make sure the tail-gate is unlatched.

» Allow the truck to move ahead slightly as the load spills out.

* Be alert to any leaning of the truck, and immediately lower the bed if lean-
ing starts.

* Never allow spotters to stand alongside the truck during dumping.

» Watch for overhead obstructions or utilities.

Common sense is the best defense for this type of accident.
* Pay attention.

* Observe the dump area before you back in.

 Think before you dump.
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For more information, contact your local Hartford
agent or your Hartford Loss Control Consultant.
Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/

The information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. The Hartford does not war-
rant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations
or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or
correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our
undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are
in compliance with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information provided
in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations herein are as of March 2009.
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