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Electrical Safety in Construction
Electric shock is a primary cause 
of death and serious injury in the
construction industry. According to
NIOSH, greater than 400 electro-
cution fatalities occur annually,
with contacting an overhead power
line being the most frequent inci-
dent. Electric shock can paralyze
the heart, cause serious burns, and
cause involuntary reactions that 
can lead to serious injuries.

Observe these tips for working safely with electricity:

• Treat all wires as live wires.
• Never touch dangling wires, but report them to your supervisor.
• Unless you are a qualified electrician, do not attempt electrical repairs.
• Use GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupters) or implement an assured

equipment grounding program.
• Ensure that qualified persons implement lockout/tagout procedures and

require testing of the circuit prior to working on electrical equipment.
• Report tripped circuits immediately. Tripped circuits may indicate an

overload or short in the system.
• Never use electrical cords that have physical damage.
• Do not use extension cords as a substitute for permanent wiring.
• Use plastic cages or guards in temporary lighting to prevent accidental

contact or breakage of bulbs.
• Never drag cords over sharp edges.
• Never pull equipment by the cords, it can damage the wires and cause 

a short. 
• Never allow equipment or traffic to run over cords. This can damage

them internally.
• Verify that the extension cord has the designation “S” (e.g., ST, SO, STO,

etc.) in the cord marking to indicate that it is approved for hard service.
• Regularly inspect all electrical equipment for any cracks or breaks in 

the cords.

When used as intended, electricity is a labor saving service. When it is
released in an uncontrolled manner, or when it is used with ignorance, it can
injure, maim and kill. Always treat electricity with the respect it deserves. If
you are not qualified to work on electrical equipment, leave electricity alone.

L
oss C

on
trol C

FLC



For more information, contact your local Hartford 
agent or your Hartford Loss Control Consultant. 
Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at 
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/
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The information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. The Hartford does not war-
rant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations 
or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or 
correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our
undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are
in compliance with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information provided
in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations herein are as of March 2009.


