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Masonry Wall Bracing
Masonry walls under construc-
tion collapse far too frequently.
It is not acceptable to treat
masonry bracing casually dur-
ing construction. 

Recent changes in design, codes,
and public attitude place a great
demand on the need for a well-
planned and secure temporary 
support system for the masonry
wall under construction.

General Guidelines for Wall Bracing

• Ensure that masonry walls are not built higher than 10 times their thick-
ness unless they are adequately braced.

• Ensure that masonry walls constructed with joint reinforcing wire and/or
cell rebar reinforcing are not be built higher than 10 times their thickness
unless they are adequately braced.

• Ensure that braces are inclined 30º to 40º to the horizontal and adequately
fastened to remain in position.

• Understand that mortar bonds will crack before a masonry wall tips.
Look for telltale cracks in the mortar joints immediately after a wind
storm. If cracks are present, seek engineering advice.

• Check local laws or regulations pertaining to wall bracing, as they maybe
more specific.

• Understand that soils also play an important part in the effectiveness of a
masonry wall bracing system. Loose, frozen, or wet soil can dangerously
weaken a wall bracing system.

• When standard wall bracing techniques cannot be applied, retain an 
engineer familiar with wall bracing systems to design special bracing.

A parting thought: Failure to erect a good wall support system may give you
the opportunity to see what a collapsed masonry wall looks like. 

If you are not lucky and injuries and major damage results, you may have
the opportunity of trying to manage the jobsite from a lawyer’s office or
courtroom.
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For more information, contact your local Hartford 
agent or your Hartford Loss Control Consultant. 
Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at 
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/
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The information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. The Hartford does not war-
rant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations 
or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or 
correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our
undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are
in compliance with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information provided
in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations herein are as of March 2009.


