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Rebar Caps
Rebar caps are designed to be installed on the ends of rebar to protect workers
against cuts, abrasions, and scratches while they are working around the rebar.

The mushroom-shaped caps are not designed or intended to guard against
impalement if a worker falls onto the rebar.

For employees working at any height above exposed rebar (or above any
other exposed sharp objects that could impale), fall prevention or protection
is the first line of defense, and must be used. 

Fall prevention or protection is also applicable when the rebar is below grade
(such as in a footing or excavation), where a fall into a trench would present
an impalement hazard.

An impalement hazard may exist should a worker fall from a work area that
is above short rebar sticking up from the floor. 

Even if the fall is less than six feet (the height at which OSHA requires that
fall prevention or protection must be used), fall prevention or protection
would be required or, according to OSHA, the rebar would “have to be to
protected to eliminate the impalement hazard.” 

Rebar caps will not meet OSHA requirements for impalement protection.

The familiar mushroom shaped plastic caps covering the sharp ends of rebar
are adequate for protection from scratches, scrapes or abrasions only. 

They are not adequate protection against impalement. 

Fall prevention or protection is the first line of defense against impalement.

For more information, contact your local Hartford agent or your Hartford
Loss Control Consultant. Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/
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FLCThe information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. 
The Hartford does not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination
of any unsafe conditions at your business locations or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or 
business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your
business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our undertaking, on your behalf or for the
benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are in compliance
with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information
provided in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations 
herein are as of March 2009.


